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I. GENERAL INFORMATION

During the 2019 Regular Session of the New Mexico Legislature, House Bill 322 (HB 322) was passed
and subsequently signed into law by Governor Lujan Grisham. HB 322 enacts a new section of the Public
Assistance Act that requires Medicaid coverage of services to treat Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
without age or dollar limits. Prior to enactment of HB 322, Medicaid coverage of Applied Behavior
Analysis (ABA) services to treat ASD was limited to children, youth, and young adults through age 20.
Other services that may be deployed to treat ASD, such as speech, occupational and physical therapy, are
not subject to age limits under the Medicaid program.

The purpose of this supplement is to remove the age limit for coverage of ABA services for individuals
enrolled in the Medicaid program effective June 15, 2019, as required under New Mexico law. The Human
Services Department (HSD) will formally promulgate revised regulations at 8.321.2 NMAC removing all
age limit requirements for coverage of ABA services.

II. REVISED POLICY

Effective June 15, 2019, all age limits are removed as a condition for providing coverage of ABA services
to Medicaid-enrolled individuals. The removal of age limits is to be enforced in both the Medicaid fee-
for-service (FFS) and Centennial Care managed care programs.

Through formal rulemaking, HSD intends to revise 8.321.2.10 NMAC to clarify that the Medicaid
program pays for medically necessary, empirically supported, ABA services for eligible recipients who
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have a well-documented medical diagnosis of ASD or who have a well-documented risk for the
development of ASD. All references to age limits will be removed from the regulatory language.

HSD will formally promulgate revised regulations at NMAC 8.321.10. In the interim, this supplement
supersedes existing NMAC language concerning age limits as a condition for coverage of ABA services.
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