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TREATMENT OF WAGES PAID BY THE CENSUS BUREAU FOR TEMPORARY 
EMPLOYMENT RELATED TO CENSUS ACTIVITIES FOR MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY 

For MAGI Medicaid categories (e.g. MAGI Parent, MAGI Adult, family planning, etc.) census income paid by 
the Census Bureau for temporary employment related to census activities is taxable income and cannot be 
excluded from countable income. New Mexico's Medicaid State Plan allows the flexibility to prorate temporary 
income rather than counting the income in the month received. 

The Medical Assistance Division (MAD) is exercising the option in our State Plan to allow wages paid by the 
Census Bureau for temporary employment related to census activities to be prorated over a twelve-month period. 
Any applicant or recipient on a MAGI Medicaid category reporting temporary census income should have this 
income prorated. 

Example: A MAGI Medicaid recipient reports that he or she will earn two months of wages for temporary 
employment related to census activities earning $1,200 per month. That equates to $2,400 for two months of 
wages. Taking $2,400 for two months wages and prorating over twelve months equals $200 in wages per month. 
Thus, $200 per month should be counted for MAGI Medicaid. 

Wages paid by the Census Bureau for temporary employment related to census activities is excluded as income 

for all Non-Modified Adjusted Gross Income (Non-MAGI) Medicaid categories (e.g. Medicare Savings 
Programs, Waivers, Working Disabled Individuals, etc.) per Supplemental Security Income Methodology policy 
found at 8.215.500.19 NMAC which states the following: 

8.215.500.19 INCOME STANDARDS: 
E. Census bureau employment: Wages paid by the census bureau for temporary employment related to the
census are excluded from consideration as income in the eligibility determination process.

ASPEN currently counts temporary census income when "census income" is selected in the employment type 
dropdown for other programs (SNAP, TANF, and LilIEAP). However, temporary census income should only be 
counted for MAGI Medicaid. 
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