
INVESTING FOR TOMORROW, DELIVERING TODAY.

COVID-19 DAY 176 PRESS UPDATE
SEPTEMBER 2, 2020

SECRETARY DAVID R. SCRASE, M.D. 



AGENDA

▪Science & Media

▪NM COVID-19 Update

▪COVID-19 Food & Shelter Response

▪Public Health Reopening Gating Criteria for New Mexico

Joined by Special Guest Secretary Brian Blalock, NM Children, Youth & 
Families Department
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COVID-19 SCIENCE & MEDIA 
UPDATE



COVID-19 RE-INFECTION BY A PHYLOGENETICALLY DISTINCT 
SARS-CORONAVIRUS-2 STRAIN CONFIRMED BY WHOLE 
GENOME SEQUENCING CLINICAL INFECTIOUS DISEASES

▪ Hong Kong man who was infected with 
SARS-CoV-2 in March and made a full 
recovery was re-infected 4 months later 
after a trip out of the country. 
▪ Researchers found first and second 

infections had differing virus strains, 
suggesting re-infection is possible. 

▪ Findings suggest eliminating COVID-19 
through herd immunity is unlikely and a 
potential vaccine may not provide life-
long immunity.

▪ Those who have recovered from SARS-
CoV-2 should continue to comply with 
social distance and mask wearing.

▪ Other re-infection cases have been 
found in Nevada and in Europe. Like the 
man in Hong Kong, these cases were also 
found to have a different strain of the 
virus.

▪ Unlike Hong Kong case, the case in 
Nevada was found to have a more severe 
illness during the second infection.
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https://academic.oup.com/cid/advance-article/doi/10.1093/cid/ciaa1275/5897019
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/cases-covid-19-reinfection-netherlands-belgium-national-broadcaster-reports-n1237985


SARS-COV2 SEROLOGICAL SURVEY IN MUMBAI
NITI-BMC-TIFR

▪Study estimated prevalence of SARS-
CoV2 infection by neighborhood 
economic status through antibody 
testing.
▪Estimated 57% prevalence of COVID-
19 in lower-income areas, compared 
to only 16% in higher income areas. 
▪Higher prevalence in lower-income 
areas possibly due to population 
density and shared facilities such as 
restrooms and water supply.
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SARS-CoV2 prevalence in lower-income 
areas in Mumbai

SARS-CoV2 prevalence in higher-income 
areas in Mumbai
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http://www.tcs.tifr.res.in/%7Esandeepj/avail_papers/Mumbai-Serosurvey%20Technical%20report-NITI.pdf
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TWO METERS OR ONE: WHAT IS THE EVIDENCE FOR 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING IN COVID-19? THE BMJ

▪Recent studies have 
suggested that SARS-CoV-2 
can spread beyond 6 feet 
and have been detected as 
far as 26 feet during certain 
activities such as shouting, 
coughing, jogging, or singing.
▪Researchers propose 
recommendations take into 
account specific risk factors 
such as ventilation, 
occupancy, and exposure 
time.
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https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m3223


TO TEST SPREAD OF CORONAVIRUS, THESE 
SCIENTISTS PUT ON A CONCERT NEW YORK TIMES
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▪ Concert was held in Leipzig, Germany with 1,400 
volunteer audience members as first in a series of 
experiments to study how to track risks of coronavirus 
infection spread at large, indoor events.

▪ Volunteers wore masks, provided tracking mechanisms, 
and had designated seating. Experiment also included a 
smoke machine to track the spread of particles 
throughout the audience.

▪ Experiment is part of Restart19 (German university 
research organization) and results expected to be ready 
by early October. Similar studies are being planned in 
Australia, Belgium, and Denmark.

Investing for tomorrow, delivering today.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/23/arts/music/coronavirus-concert-experiment.html?action=click&algo=als_engaged1_desk_filter&block=editors_picks_recirc&fellback=false&imp_id=704192026&impression_id=fcfd7fd0-e89e-11ea-ac4d-bbd10e354944&index=0&pgtype=Article&region=ccolumn&req_id=741521187&surface=home-featured&action=click&module=editorContent&pgtype=Article&region=CompanionColumn&contentCollection=Trending
https://restart19.de/en/faq/


WHY AREN’T WE USING ________* TO TREAT COVID IN NEW 
MEXICO?  ACCORDING TO THE INTERNET, EVERYONE ELSE IS!!
Type of 
Pathogen Example Effective Drug Class Examples 
Bacteria Bacterial pneumonia, 

Strep throat, urinary 
tract infection

Antibiotics penicillin, azithromycin

Virus Influenza, Hepatitis C, 
COVID-19

Antivirals oseltamivir, glecaprevir, REMDESIVIR

Fungus Candida (yeast), 
aspergillus

Antifungals amphotericin, clotrimazole, 
ketoconazole

Parasite Malaria, tapeworm Antimalarials, 
antiparasitic

chloroquine, hydroxychloroquine, 
ivermectin
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*Options: azithromycin, chloroquine, hydroxychloroquine, ivermectin, zinc, niacin, amniotic fluid, silver, 
inhaled salt, chaga tea, vitamins B/C/D/E, disinfectants, light, multiple traditional Chinese medicines, 
iodine, CBD oil, cod liver oil, grapefruit extract, honey, steroid inhalers, and hundreds more



NEJM DOUBLE-BLIND RANDOMIZED CONTROL TRIAL (RCT): 
REMDESIVIR SIGNIFICANTLY DECREASED TIME TO 
RECOVERY
▪ Double-blind, randomized, placebo-controlled trial was conducted on 

intravenous remdesivir in adults hospitalized with Covid-19 with evidence 
of lower respiratory tract involvement (N=1063 patients). 

▪ Preliminary results demonstrate Remdesivir group median recovery time 
was 11 days (95% confidence interval [CI], 9 to 12), compared to 15 days 
(95% CI, 13 to 19) for the placebo group (rate ratio for recovery, 1.32; 95% 
CI, 1.12 to 1.55; P<0.001). The Kaplan-Meier estimates of mortality by 14 
days were 7.1% with remdesivir and 11.9% with placebo (hazard ratio for 
death, 0.70; 95% CI, 0.47 to 1.04). 

▪ Benefit was greatest in hospitalized patients requiring oxygen without high 
flow oxygen, intubation or ECMO (ordinal scale 5) at enrollment with HR 
(95%CI) for median time to recovery = 1.47 (1.17-1.84) and mortality by day 
14 = 0.22 (0.08-0.58). 

▪ Impact on recovery and mortality in those who were sicker at entry (ordinal 
6: high flow oxygen & ordinal 7: intubation or ECMO) was not significant, 
but there were smaller numbers of study subjects in these groups. And, a 
higher proportion of these subjects were still hospitalized at the time of the 
interim analysis. 

▪ While it’s not possible to say that sicker patients don’t benefit, it’s clear 
that those in the ordinal scale 5 group do benefit with significant 
reduction in both time to recovery and mortality. 
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https://doi.org/DOI:10.1056/NEJMoa2007764


GREAT SUCCESS WITH REMDESIVIR IN NEW MEXICO 
HOSPITALIZED PATIENTS
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DON’T DELAY YOUR HEALTHCARE!
• Colon cancer is 2nd highest cause of cancer 

deaths in the U.S. and is largely 
preventable through screening. 

• ~23 million adults aged 50 to 75 are past 
due for screening, and ~53,000 Americans 
will die from colorectal cancer this year. 

• If you are at high risk (family history or 
personal history of adenomas) schedule a 
screening TODAY.

• Symptoms may include unintended weight 
loss, unexplained change in bowel habits, 
new onset abdominal pain, blood in stools.

Actor Chadwick Boseman, diagnosed with stage III Colon Cancer in 2016, died on August 28th at age 43.  
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COVID-19 IN NM UPDATE
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COVID-19 VACCINE PLANNING IN NM
▪ NMDOH anticipates COVID-19 

vaccine available in November 
primarily for healthcare workers and 
long-term care residents.

▪ Vaccines available for the public in 
January at no-cost.

▪ More than one vaccine type will be 
approved and most will require two 
shots (21 or 28 days apart).

▪ Vaccine will be available in hospitals, 
clinics, public health offices, nursing 
homes and senior centers, and 
pharmacies.

19
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REPORTING ABUSE OR NEGLECT: CYFD STATEWIDE CENTRAL 
INTAKE (SCI), ALL REPORTS, JUNE 2019- JUNE 2020



If you need assistance…

Family Resource Connection/Report Child Abuse: Call #SAFE / 855-333- SAFE 
(7233)

New Mexico Crisis & Access Line 24/7: 855-NMCRISIS (662-7474)

NMConnect App – Apple Store or Google Play Store

Child Care Assistance Referrals: 800-691-9067

Coronavirus Health Hotline: 855-600-3453

Questions about schools, public assistance, job issues,
and all other non-health-related questions: 833-551-0518



COVID-19 FOOD & SHELTER 
RESPONSE UPDATE

SECRETARY BRIAN BLALOCK, NM CHILDREN, YOUTH & 
FAMILIES DEPARTMENT
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EMERGENCY SUPPORT FUNCTION (ESF) 6 – FOOD & 
SHELTER
• ESF 6 –coordinates 

delivery of mass care, 
emergency assistance, 
housing, and human 
services 

• Collaborative effort 
with Department of:

• Indian Affairs
• Children, Youth & 

Families
• Department of 

Health
• Human Services
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Reporting Date – Aug 30th, 2020

Data Source: ISD/ FIS
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ESF6 Shelter Operations
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ESF6 Shelter Operations – Specialty Shelters

Detox/SUD Shelters

Medical Shelters
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GATING CRITERIA UPDATE



STATEWIDE PUBLIC HEALTH GATING CRITERIA FOR REOPENING

*asymptomatic employees at high-risk sites, vulnerable populations, essential workers, congregate settings 

ALL 4 CRITERIA DRIVEN BY SOCIAL DISTANCING BEHAVIORS OF NEW MEXICANS

32

Criterion Measure Gating Target Current Status

Spread of COVID-19 Rate of COVID-19 Transmission (10-day Rolling 
Average)

NM daily cases (7-day rolling average)

1.05 or less

168

0.98 on 8/31/20

122 on 8/26/20

Testing Capacity: general 
and targeted 
populations*

Number of tests per day (7-day rolling average)

Test Positivity Rate (7-day rolling average)

5,000 / day

5.0% or less

5,253 on 8/31/20

2.39% on 8/31/20

Contact Tracing and 
Isolation Capacity

Time from positive test result to: 
-isolation recommendation for case
-quarantine rec. for case contacts

24 hrs
36 hrs

Week ending 8/28 = 20
Week ending 8/28 = 28

Statewide Health Care 
System Capacity

Availability of scarce resources in 7 Hub Hospitals:
-Adult ICU beds occupied

-PPE

439 or less

7-day supply

244 on 9/1/20

7  on 8/29/20

https://cvmodeling.nmhealth.org/public-health-gating-criteria-for-reopening-nm/


HOW WE REOPEN SAFELY
33
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https://www.covidexitstrategy.org/
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WHAT ABOUT SMALLER 
COUNTIES?
▪Report generated twice 
monthly and published online
▪14 day rolling average for both 
metrics to stabilize results
▪Goal to keep schools open –
will not use same criteria to 
close schools
▪Focus on rising metric trends in 
each county: are they school 
related?

Investing for tomorrow, delivering today.



WE MUST CONTINUE TO MOVE SLOWLY…

Nothing about the virus has changed! 
▪ SAFE reopening can only proceed if New 

Mexicans pull together to prevent spread

▪ To get and keep our children back in school, all of 
us need to wear masks and stay 6 feet apart
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WE  ARE SEEING A CONTINUED DOWNWARD TREND. CONTACT 
TRACING IS WORKING. WE ALL STILL MUST WORK TO FIGHT THE VIRUS. 
Stay at home
Wash hands, clean surfaces, cough into tissue/elbow
Everyone needs to wear face coverings in public
Maintain social distancing (minimum 6 feet)

Investing for tomorrow, delivering today.



OTHER UPDATES



HAVE A COVID-SAFE LABOR DAY
38



NMCRISIS AND ACCESS LINE: CALL TOLL FREE ANYTIME 
24/7/365 1-855-NMCRISIS (662-7474)
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If you are having a life-threatening emergency, call 911 immediately.
Investing for tomorrow, delivering today.

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/New-Mexico-Unveils-NMConnect-App-for-Behavioral-Health-Support.html?soid=1103423276286&aid=q6N4L-BHV54


INVESTING FOR TOMORROW, DELIVERING TODAY.

QUESTIONS
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