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A one-year planning and transition period will continue throughout 2013 with full implementation 
beginning on January 1, 2014, something CMS noted as a very important step in this process.  
 
“We recognize that you have already begun work on program implementation and we appreciate that the 
State has planned a long lead time to ensure successful implementation,” Director Mann said in the 
Agreement.  “We look forward to working with you further on moving the waiver towards final 
completion.”  
 
Key aspects of the Centennial Care waiver include: 
 

 Greater administrative simplicity and reorganization of HSDs Medicaid Division to manage 
Medicaid more efficiently;  

 
 Requiring care coordination for recipients to ensure they receive the right care in the right setting 

at the right time; 
 

 Incentives to reduce the inappropriate usage of emergency rooms, including copays for non-
emergency use of the emergency room; 

 
 Strategies for encouraging healthy behaviors and use of the primary care system in order to 

prevent health problems and to reduce chronic disease; and 
 

 Efforts to expand the ability of health care specialists to reach rural areas through the use of 
technology, such as Project ECHO. 

 
The Agreement in Principle letter can be found on HSDs website by navigating to 
http://www.hsd.state.nm.us/ and then clicking on “New Mexico Centennial Care” on the right hand side 
of the page. 
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