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Signage Required for Tobacco Sales

New Mexico currently does not require the licensing of tobacco product sales by merchants but does require by law that merchants have the New Mexico Tobacco Products Act signage posted visibly where tobacco products are located.  New Mexico’s Synar Program provides merchant education on New Mexico Laws and training of tobacco sales to customers.

Synar is a Federal Amendment that requires States to enact and enforce laws prohibiting the sale and distribution of tobacco products to individuals under the age of 18.  The goal of the amendment is to reduce illegal sales to minors by less than 20% for each state.  New Mexico’s Synar program has three components to address the elimination of illegal tobacco sales to individuals under the age of 18, they are:

1. Merchant Education- A prevention provider will be sent to the merchant’s location annually to train the manager and/or staff on the laws stated under the New Mexico Tobacco Products Act, the penalties and fines for illegal sales, the importance to ask for identification on all sales, and signage will be provided to the merchant.  The signage must be posted in visible places advised by the Prevention Provider; also, a tobacco retailer kit will be provided to the merchant.  

2. Random Unannounced Compliance Visits- A random sample survey is conducted by the Human Services Department yearly to measure and monitor the compliance of prohibited illegal sales of tobacco products to individuals under the age of 18; results of the compliance visits will be announced through media sources.

3. Enforcement Visits- Department of Public Safety/Special Investigations Division conducts unannounced enforcement visits and does issue citations to any individual that sells tobacco products to a youth under the age of 18.

The agency that oversees the Synar Federal Amendment in New Mexico is New Mexico Human Services Department/Behavioral Health Services Division (BHSD)/Office of Substance Abuse Prevention; agency contact is:

Melissa Herrera, Synar Coordinator

Office of Substance Abuse Prevention

Phone: 505-476-9290
Fax: 505-476-9277
E-Mail: Melissa.Herrera@state.nm.us
Attachment: New Mexico Synar Merchant List Enrollment Form  
New Mexico Synar Tobacco Merchant List Enrollment Form
(E-Mail or Fax Form to Melissa.Herrera@state.nm.us or 505-476-9277)

Business Owner:      
Business Name:      
Business Physical Address:      
City:      
Zip:      
Phone:      
Type of Outlet: 

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Over the Counter    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Vending Machine    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cigars Only
Locale Type:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Urban    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rural    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indian Territory    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Frontier

Store Type: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gift Shop/Variety       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grocery/Chain Supermarket    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pharmacy/drug store

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Convenience Store    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hotel or Motel

         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Package Store

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gas Station                FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tobacco store                          FORMCHECKBOX 
 Bar/Lounge

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Casino                       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (specify):      
Official Office Use Only:

Received Date: _____________   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fax   FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-Mail   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hand Deliver

Date Entered into Database: ____________ Signage E-Mailed: __________   Initials: ______

Contractor Assigned: ________________________________________  Date: ________________

Behavioral Health Services Division ( 37 Plaza la Prensa ( P.O. Box 2348, Santa Fe, NM  87504-2348
Phone:  (505) 476-9266 ( Fax:  (505)476-9277 
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